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Tbe first official call from the Belmont dial tele- iation Limited at the time it was sold to The BeD 
phone yu placed by F. R. Taylor who spoke to his phone Company of Canada. Looking on is Mr. G. F. 
daughters in Port Credit. Ontario. Mr. Taylor was the Monteith, Bell Telephone Manager. 
president of the Belmont Telephone Co-Operative Assoc- (Picture by Beta Photo Studio, London.) 

-------~==-----------------~----------~------------------------~-------~ 
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Two little ~aplet g irla have ten Grand parenta • 

.Brenda • &.>ea, three yeara old and Bonnie Jel}n, aix oontha,are the children of Ur. and t:rs. \7ayne 
Johnaon of :.aapleton. On their father ' a aide they trace back to the ' Jt>ore ' family who settled east of 
-apleton early in the centur.y . (See Page a ,~pletou ~ection,Vol . I) 

Front row - :.ara.Donald Joh.naon , Brelllia Lea , Urs . Charlie Johnson , !.!X& . Jame11 I.Dore, .Lra . t:arl 

Spar~an and Bonnie Jean. 
Baok row - Donald Johnaon,Jamea 1bore, Earl Sparla:l&ll,Llewellyn Sparkl:lan, William Graaa , 

( 



( 

{ ) 

t 5' {) 

KING S AI I L L 
S CHOO L 

Thia old red briok, one l"'Omed School was torn down when the DeW 

one was read¥ f o r occupancy. £n extra halt acre ot land bad been 
purchaaed at the south end ot the oa gr oUDda t o enlarge the · 
plq g round and while t he ~ School was be ing built on t he newly 
acquired land, School continued 1n the o~ building. Then i t was 
sold b¥ auction. J.C.DaDce bought it. Demolition h ad begun when 
thia pict ure was t aken.Carlton Dance a t &Dda i n the doorw~. 

IUNGSMIULL'S TIIIRD SCHOOL - Since the 
.. t Kin1smW Public School was built of lois in 
87, two brick school houses have been erected 
to serve the oace-flourishiag c~l"!ty. The 
MC:Ond w.# built a J8IO ud the tlus rea-

Det a ils ot 
t hia School 
appear in 
Book ti , 
ot t h ia 
CoDIDUllity 
Hiat •1'Y· 



r Goodbye;iittle S~hool 
1 w .. leav .. the we!J-beloveli pla~f' 

Wberf' first we )mocked on Learnins(s 
Thl\'ie knowledge-permeated w:~lll\ 

Will 1·ing with thought.-; no rno''". 

...toor; 

ThP little bell. whose lusty {X'al 
Made known the hours of srhool In liU, 

ll' ~ilent now; on no swift hrE't"ll' 
Its echoes ril'e and f:~ll. 

Those dedicated teacht>rs who 
Implanted in young willing minds 

The seeds of Tr·uth-did they perchJJnr" 
Some l'atisfaction find? 

The wings of memory !like ttl' far, 
Recalling all the dear dead days 

Whose great impelling mge w:ct~; thil'­
To walk in Learning's way~;. 

And when the clay or work wal' o'er. 
And homeward foolc;teps gladly ttu·ned: 

'l'hose little narrow wooded paths 
Did many secrets learn. 

Rut Time's relentless tread movel' 110, 

And venerable years are got~e; 
Yet Progres.'l in its quest for Trnth 

Must keep advancing on. 

So hright new Knowledge H:~lls :~t•ise: 
Now school is better then before: 

Anrt always t>Ome thE> fresh young minds, 
~till yearning as of yorto. 

Now gentJy close with love the door 
That shelters :~II those bygone cl:.ys, 

Ano hotrl aloft the Retter Torrh 
To hght tht> JlfPIII NE>w W11y 

MARGARET WF.LCH 
.. ~-
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!oaolaen of tho KiDpmill Solleol 
( O.nt1Dud frea BMk t I) 

lliaa Julia • IM,re(Ura. Bruce Bnwn) waa the laat teacher in the eld 
aoboel ud •Yed with ber olaaaea te tho DMr aoboe1 in Ij ta. 

Julia Mo Int¥n 
G • BiolaenlnU'B 
Leana 8111~ 
Aleo Better1•¥ 
Lilah !illdalo 
ilue11~~rler 
Set- Onerl~ 
Ltla Puba 
Qnn a.ff 
Bt7 Bai'W~r-7 
~o11'ntt 
AuUn <laar1ten 
Marlen Mo lnt7n 
Jlra s. JUcl• 
Jlarlell MDI aad 
Jlra. ll'ed BNWil 
A .o .Hiltiell 
J.L .... llq 
£DD1o 7. liMn 
Jean lltlfe 
Betv :rBI'l'W 
Oue1 fti te 
Riohal'd LRou 
1l'eJM GNQe7 

Sept 191Z ie June 1915 
:5ept e 1915 t8 J'a1Jte 7? I g' 
sept 1918 ie J unJ<?- rcr ( 'f 
Sep\ Ii19 to JaDe Illl 
Sel'* 1921 ;. JUDe 1922 
Sept 1923 to JaDe 1j28 
Set' 1923 to ·.Jue 1925 
Sept 1925 te Jig 1926 
SeP* 1926 te DM. li28 
Ju. 19!0 te Jan 1986 
Ja. li16 te JaDe 19a7 
Sep\.1981 to April 1~ 
Apl"11 19U te IGDe 1941 
Sep\.1941 te Jue liU 
Sept 194! te .,.. 1Ka 
Sel* 19-G .. tlUDe J,NI 
S.p\ 1948 .. e1cane 1950 
Sel* 1950 te laDe 1951 
Sel* 1151 te .Jue 1952 
Sept.l952 te ~ lj5a 
Sept 195a - JaDe 19~ 
Sept 1954 - .JQDe 1956 
Sept. 1955 ie JaDe 1957 
SeP' 1957 te June 1966 

c 

P'MU.tea-

Nine (S..ler )Haarat 
taught in 1890. 

In 1958 , when the 
awol waa .. large 
The¥ tried at tira' 
he1d1De at-aved 
olaaaea wi\k Mr.01areaoe 
S.rten aDd lira. Vera 
Gerred u teachers. 

lien Kr'a. Graoej UDder 
tMk it alone bUt 1-t 
waa toe heaV)' a aoheol 
pd the¥ w1l t tho part­
ition and uaed 2 toaobera. 

B;y 1960 tllo enrelaant laeoe• -.o 1880 for OM toaoMr. After .U dia.:.: 
aa.aien aa to wa.ta.r to 1Ml11cl a nw aoMo1, add • enn aoa or pan1t- . 
len~· l'HII illat wu '-hen, ikwu deo14od '- partliiea the ftNl IIDd 
wncaco two , .. oll.ora. lin.. GncM~¥ n.1Ded aa tho PJ'1Dc1ja1 8114 tba Junior 
roam llaa Nell •noel lV ,_ 

Jean Anlmr 
lean •al.ker 
Mn.Gonlcl li ... ll 

SeJW' 1961 te April lj62 
.prl1 1962 ie ~ 1962 

Sol* 1962 \e June 1966 

Up to ..,, thla haa been • union achool aocti~moriDc •• the 
!owulll~ o~ South Dorohoater, Yanau~ aDd l&alah1do.,.g1DnbJC 1n Sap'• 
1966,8 .Derobeator PlP1la will at toad tbo s .8o2'0hoater !owaahip aoMol 
LlkMrlM tho 1an.uth ud lll1uido pup1la will attODd their owa ano 
sno.1a. 
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S CH OO l 

C a lf '"j a II -,- I 
i ~ ~:) :-_: n e v- s d V\ c\ p u p, \ s ~ r o V't'"l 

to a r e. L n ! 

R c. <J ·, ";) t v- a t ~ c \., 

1: 3 0 - P OT 

t ~· h":; 
~ I J I i) v .• - I q ~ ~ 

Ci v--•• at t_ h ~ sc.~oa \ On 

~ 'C c ~' I I : ~ 0 t o \ : () 0 P. \VJ .• 

t_ u c. {<. S \"10\~GAS BOR O 

B r \ n 5 : r Q 0 [1 i 'f" ~ u. t e s J c. u p s ) c. \..J t \ ~ '(" y ) L ~ w .-'! c ~ 41 
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i3 e. ' ) ~ y 0 ~ ~ t. c. \:> ~ . p.,. 0 v : d c:. d 
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L ook\n ~ 
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t o se. e1n j 'J ou . 

Pve $. 

M r '5. Lor~ e. 0 -r r t ~ J 

l'\ i n ~ s M ·, l l 1 

O nt. 
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Recapture Vivid Memories 
Of Old Kingsmill School Days 

·-

~ 
ENJ) OF AN ERA-More than 300 former students and teachers of the Kingsmill Union 
Scbool, S. S. 15, Malahidc, attended a reunion on Sunday at the old red school house. The 
school, which hu been operating since 1857, closed last spring and students attending will be 
absorbed into other schools. Mrs. Everrett VanPatter, 88. of R. R. 6. A}lmer, oldest teacher 
present at the reunion, is seen showing some old photographs to last. year's Grade 1 stu· 
denU;, Sandra Pro\'oost. 6, of King.,mill <left I and John Teskey, 7, of Kingsmill (centre ). 
Mrs. E\erett was a teacher at tbe school from 1903 until 1906, !UK~ a student at the sam~ .. . ·- _,.. .. -· 

KINGS:\IILL - Memorp oJ! 
days in the old school b'Ofise of 
Kingsmill Union, S. S. 15, •ere 
brought to vivid life on Sunda) . 
when more than 300 former pu· 
pils. teachers and friends gath· 
ered on the grounds of t h e 
school which closed for tbe 1 
time at !be end of the J u a-. 
~rm. I 

An address hy Mrs. AJeta 
Dance Sweet gave a compreben· 
sive history of the school, many: 
of its teachers. and life itt.~ 
old days as it ..., as reme•ber 
(>(! by the pupils. Text :.Of-
address follows: ~"1-

Mv Friends. we'\'e cOJC. lo 
another of those parting ~tb~ 
ways. Life seems full of SllCh 
occasions. While some are a SOrt 
of relief. others like this one are 
weighted w i t h sentiment and 
sorrow. rm sure that ..... ) 
\\e all feel more or Jess Jii· 
mental. During our school It 
here. we develop<'d stron at· 
tachments. and affect'on ~ 
special chums and teachers 
rnemories will last e\'en 
the schools are no more. 

We \\ill never know the: ~ 
we owe to the first~ setil""' 
this and other pioneer • 
ities. for their insistence t 
their children get the best • 
calion they could give . 
ln some places, before the~-
Uers could get around to • 
ing a school and getting a t • 
er, they had a travelling t • 

. er come in, who walked .,.._.. 
home to ho:ne and stayed ~­
night wherever night ovi1 
hi111, teaching the children 
assigning work for them, to 
done by the time he made 1\~ 
next rounds. This was dabe $ 
this section. 

As soon as the har~ 
pioneers could matlage it, the~ 
built small lo~ schools. The one. 
in this commUDity was bqjlt 
north of herl' ·n ain t the next 



Prent row - ura. Hanld Stever 1936 - WI. 
ura. B. Graoe)" ,1959 - 66,Mra. ~uiae Van 
Patter,l903 - 06• lira. ~rtle Newel~964 
- 66,Mra. Gwen(Gef~)Jeal 1926 - 28, lira. 
Annie ~ere 1951 - 52. 
Baok a.w - Dr Eller McKeller 1917 - 18. 
B8y Haney 1930 - 36. 
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ro n Die N. W. of whal 
is now the f ox farm, in 1857. 
The first teacher was Cynthia 
1-'cDonald and sbe continued to 
teach until, four years later, 
teacher and pupils moved to the 
new school that preceded this 
one. 

No doubt the people intended 
the little log building only as a 
makeshift until they could build 
a better one. and even judged 

modern standards, the 1~\\· 
buildil12 was a real triumpli ·n 

located ot. tbe north end 
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ol. the JftSent 001 gro 
was a square, roomy bui inl 
bui,Jt of red brick with plenty 
ot 1arge windows. It had a bel­
fry on top, housing a bell that 
could be heard at least a mile. 

, The heating system was a bi 
box stove situated near the back 

·of the room, v:ilh a long length 
of stove pipe that ran across the 
whole room to the chimney at 
the back. 'n cold weather when 

~
.t was stoked with huge blocks 
of wood. while Ulose in the far 
corners of the roo!!l n~ly froze, 

'those wh6 Ht close to it famy 
roasted. I believe that later, a 
other stove that burned coal 
came into use. but thai ~e is 
the recollection of my . • ·'* n 
school days here. · 

Anyway, the new school was 
considered a splendid building 
and they named it G<lldsmH.h 
Seminary. Strong seats and 
desks for two pupils each were 
fastened securely to the floor 
with screws. A strong plain 
table and ch~ir up front for the I 
:Pacher and. .. few benches com­
pleted thf' furnishings. 



any dedicateo eaeticrs 
taught in that old school. . In 
the early days as soon as spnng 
work c:tarted there was so 
much to do that the olrler boys 
and sometimes girls stopped 
school to help with the work at 
home. Then late in the fall when 
the work slowed down they went 
back to school for the \\int<'r 
month<:. I've heard my mother 
sav that one winter, she taught 
young men and \\O:nen, older 
than her.:;elf. She didn't teach 
in this school. but Mrs. " n.-el 
Bray, the mother of the Bra) 
familv who grew up north or 
Mapleton. taught here. Sne to1rl 
or one winter when she had 
115 pupils of all ages, the small­
er ones crowded three at a 
desk. Some sat on benl·hcs 
around her table at the front' 
of the room and the rest on 
benches around the \\alls. 

There bn't a complete record 
of the earliest teachers. Etta 
McCreadie was one. she later 
went as a missionar) to South 
America. There was !\label 
(Wicket) Liddle, Alicia CMar· 
shalll Boughner, Angu.c; ~Tcln. 
tvre and Arthur Bro\\n both of 
whom later became doctors), 
Louise (~fcKenny) Van Patter, 
IA'one C\tcKenna) White, J .. J. 
Campbell. Clarence Laidlaw, 
Edv.in 80\\ es. Minnie Botlrill, 
Jean (McGreggor) Culham, Gor· 
don ~e,,ell. Edith :\leikle. Em­
ma Cline. and Julia (l\lcln. 

· t)re) Brown who was the last 
teacher in the old school and 
moved with her classes in 1913 
into the present one. 

Following her have been Dr. 
r:. ).IcKellar. Get1rude Eichen­
burg. Leone Smith, Alex Better­
ley, Lilah Tisdale, Hazel Tay­
lor Selma Ca,·erle), Lois Park­
<'s,' ~ita Pearce. Elsie Taylor, 
G\\~"D Goff Roy Han·ey, Ethel 

I > ' ~a .t Austin Charlton, I•! ar-
ion Mclnt} re. Mrs. Elltie. Mar­
ion l\lcl.t>od, ?.Irs. Fred Bro\\ n, 
A. C. Hutton. J. L. Woolt>y, 
Annie F. Moore. .Jean Wolfe, 
Betty F_arrow, Carol White. 
Richard Lucas, Irene Gracey. 

In 1960, the enrollment be· 
came too large for one teacher. 
After much discussion on whc 
ther to build a new school, to 
build an additional room on this 
one, or build a partition in 
in this ont'-they built the par­
titlOn. Mrs. Gracey has con. 
tinued as the pnncipal and the 
teacher!' in the jt.mior room 
have been .Jean Arthur, Jean 
\\ alker and .Mrs. Myrtle X ew­
ell. 

Both schools ]l;ne been used 
{or other iPUrposes. From my 
t>arlicst recolkc:tion Sunday 
School was held in lhe old school 
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on Sunday afternoons and con­
tinued for wme )ear'S in the 
present building. Sundar School 
superintendents haH! been J. 
C Dance (mv father) S. L. 
P·arkes, Harvey Martindale. 
Austin Charlton and Lloyd 
Laidlaw. 

At one time church servkes 
were held in the old school. In 
the horj;e and bug!!y days, peo. 
pie in this community seemed a 
long way from a church. 

The Methodist church organ­
ized a three point charge, which 
included Or\\ell. Kingsmill and 
Crosslev Hunter. T.his plan con­
tinued, ·r believe. until the ::\I~th. 
odist Church was absorbed mto 
the United Church and other ar· , 
rangements were made. · 1 

Then again in quite recent · 
years, Re,·. Roy Hall, St. Th~m­
as experimented with holdmg 
ch~ch services in this building 
for a "bile. 

Back in the '30's a flourishing 
Literary Sociel) met in the even. 
ing every t\\O weeks. It was 
sparked by rot'sing debates and 
oratory contests \\hich aroused 
considerable interest and en­
thusiasm. 

Card parties have often bt'en 
held here, sometimes sponsered 
bv the Kingsmill group of th 
\V.I. and sometimes by the 

·teachers. They served a double 
purpose of an e\·enin~·s . enter­
tainment for the commumty and 
a means of raising money to 
take care of the cost of a bus 
trip for the children, and to buy 
tables and othe,. necessary items 
to use in the school. 

The Institute ~troup put em a 

supper once a . ear, o a se 
funds as well as for good fellow­
ship. Then alc;o sho\\ers for brid­
al couples, and other gatherings 
of community interest have been 
held here. 

Apparently there is no record 
of what became of the llltle log 
school. Although the second 
school was a well - built build­
ing with many more good years 
in it. the Department of Educa­
tion was demanding larger play­
grounds and furnace - heated 
classrooms, with separate en­
trances for boys and girls a.nd 
a teacher's office. In 1912 the 
school board bought another one 
l1alf acre adjoining the old 
.school grounds and began build· 
ing the new school on it while 
dasses continued in the old 
~chool. When the new school 
was ready. J. C. Dance bought 
the old building and tore it down 
l!nd remo\ed it. For 53 yean 
classes have been conducted in 
this building and the children 
ra,·e had an acre of ground in 
s:ead of one half an acre to 
1-lay on. 

· ~ow it too goes the \\ ay of 
all the earth. Call it progress, 
if you will. The children who stu­
died together and played togeth· 
er here la,t year will go by bus 
in September to se\ era! differ 
ent schools and we wish them 
well. 

On Julv 14th this buildmg \\as 
sold at auction to Mr. Harla· 
mink across the road and v. e 
wish him well 100. Hr can have 
the bJilding and the hmd but 
we \\iJJ keep our memon<'S. 

planned the ReunS..n IAift te rieht 
~~~~==~~~~~~~------~------~1 Ura.~. Orria 

VI .Herbert. 
Jlra. ll.Aahten 
lira • .&Udre)' 

l'aulda. 
Mll.Aahten. 
J.rra.Gretta 

Teake7. 
Absent when the 
picture waa 

taken-
Kra. W .Herbert. 
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~ingsmiii'S~hool Daysl 

Because the weather waa 

threatenioe, a large ten~ had 

been .. , up and in a •• n l•oe 
I 

tablea the IIDI"Kaaberd wu 

apreed.Peeple piled their 

plates and teWld p~a te de 

Justice te it. 

With Mrs Gracey aa Chairlady, 

Letters, aclmMfledgiDg their ilw1tat1en to the reunion, trem f•rmer 

pupils were read tr.r4-ud(Uiller) .Billghall, Grosse Point, Hich.,Don Houghton, 

st.Tbomaa.J(l.Dnie .Becut~ T1ll8enburg.Mabel(DanceJ Elves, Calgary ,Bertha 

(C.~)Knight, Saakatchewan • .A peem written for the occaaion, composed by 

llyrl (C.nden) UcClllley ot Pontiac, was read. Short addresses were made by tw 

fo l'lll81" teachers, Dr .Eller McKeller and Roy HarVey. 

Gitta were presented 

right.Boben 7eraueon ot 

theat.Charlea Ca ... ll,Old-
(man) 

eat PlPUAKra. B. VanPatter. 

Oldest teacher(l~)~. 

llabel Stattel"d Sl~Vthe9 Old­

eat pupil (lac:~¥) • D.l'. Kller 

MDK&ller,eldeat teacher(~} . 
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Kingsmil l Public School 
June - 1910 

By J. P. Farrah. 

Bsc-:c row - Eva Herbert , Veda Brown, Winnie wuoks,Alta Homes , 
Stella Crossett, Sadie Condon,Oarman Hoover, Lloyd Potts, Rollie 
Farrah, Boy Crossett, Cl arenoe Brown. 

Second row -lrlyrl Condon, Viola Fotts,Hazel Holmes , Gertrude Parkes , 
Lulu Brooks,Vera Ashton,Marie Farrah,Arthur Parkes, Graham Lloyd, 
Gordon Potts , Herman Ral£ , Harold Wagner ,Jack Condon. 

Third Row -, Florenoe :shford, Gladys Charlton, Gladys Brooks, 
Ida Lloyd, Harold Jamieson, 1Jabel Wal ters , Vera Brandow, Jay Lloyd. 
Kenneth Condon, Ormand Derrough, Harold Stuart , Norman Darrough. 

Bottom row- Leslie ITagner, Cliffod Brandow,Willie Potts ,Wil fred 
Herbert , Hec.tor Condon,wis Parkes,Irene Stuart, Evelyn Jamieson, 
Ensley Walters , Clarke Folliak, 

Emma Cline (Teaoher} 



The laat olaas in the old School. 
I9I3. v· 

Back row - Carman Hoover, Viola Fbtts , Ruth Cmoa~ett, 
Vera Ashton, ~rie Farrah, Ida Lloyd, Gladys Bmooka, 
Florence Ashford, Arthur Parkea,Gordon Ibtta. 

i econd row - Melbourne Ashton, Hazel Holmes , Gertrude Parkea, 
Glad,ya Charlton, Orman Derrough, Norman Derrough , Sadie 
Condon, Violet Cline, Jqrl Condon, Enma Cline(Teaoher} . 

Third Row - Tom Croaaett, Kenneth Condon, Lealie Wagner, 
Horace Lloyd, Irene Stuart , lydia Lloyd, Lillian Jamieson, 
IDia Parkea, l/ilfred Dalton, .Jaok Condon. 

Front Row - Kenneth lic. Clintock , William Fbtta, .trthur 
Derrough, Hector Condon, Harold Jamieson, Stanley \"'egner , 
Clifford Brandow, \7ilfred Herbert , Harvey Dalton. 


	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069

